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EUROPEAN AREA STUDIES
Program Overview
The European Area Studies minor provides students with the opportunity
to learn another language to assist them in their future career, as well as
gaining knowledge in a variety of different cultures, practices, and beliefs
that will provide students with a more well-rounded point of view

Minor Offered
• Minor in European Area Studies

Contact
Frank Rusciano, Ph.D.
Professor
Fine Arts 277
609-896-5264
rusciano@rider.edu

Program Website:  Area Studies (http://www.rider.edu/academics/
colleges-schools/college-liberal-arts-education-sciences/liberal-arts-
programs/area-studies/)
Associated Department: Department of Languages, Literature and
Cultures (https://www.rider.edu/academics/colleges-schools/claes/
liberal-arts-programs/foreign-language-literatures/)

Related Programs
• Chinese Area Studies (http://catalog.rider.edu/undergraduate/

colleges-schools/liberal-arts-sciences/majors-minors-certificates/
chinese-asian-area-studies/)

• French  (http://catalog.rider.edu/undergraduate/colleges-schools/
liberal-arts-sciences/majors-minors-certificates/french/)

• Spanish (http://catalog.rider.edu/undergraduate/colleges-schools/
liberal-arts-sciences/majors-minors-certificates/spanish/)

European Area Studies Minor Requirements
(21 credits)

Code Title Credits
European Language 1

Select one or two courses in the same language: 3-6
FRE 200
& FRE 201

French III
and French IV 1

GER 200
& GER 201

German III
and German IV 1

SPA 200
& SPA 201

Spanish III
and Spanish IV 1

Gateway Course
EUR 250 Intro to European Area Studies 3
Area-specific Courses 2

Select four or five courses from at least three different categories: 12-15
Arts

ART 209 Art of the Baroque
ART 303 19th Century Art
DAN 105 Survey of Dance History
DAN 350 History of Ballet, Modern & Jazz Dance
ENG 484 Seminar in Cinema Studies

MUS 207 Masterworks in Music
MUS 209 Great Composers
MUS 300 Beethoven and the Romantic Age
MUS 303 Music Literature: Baroque Era
MUS 312 The Arts Abroad
MUS 495 Selected Topics in Music
THE 312 The Arts Abroad

History
HIS 190 Europe to 1715
HIS 191 Europe Since 1715
HIS 241 History of Ancient Rome
HIS 243 Italy Middle Ages to Present
HIS 245 Britain to 1688
HIS 246 Modern Britain
HIS 248 History of Ireland
HIS 249 Women in Europe from Antiquity to the French

Revolution
HIS 273 Imperial Russia
HIS 274 Modern Russia
HIS 320 The History of Christianity
HIS 325 Church & Society in Med Europe
HIS 326 Renaissance and Reformation
HIS 333 20th-Century Europe
HIS 336 Modern European Intellectual History
HIS 352 History of Socialism

Philosophy and Social Science
ECO 315 Comparative Economic Systems
IND 210 Global Encounters
INT 314 Study Abroad
PHL 226 Limits of Reason: 19th Century Philosophy
PHL 305 Philosophy of Religion
PHL 310 Problems in 20th-Century Philosophy
PHL 315 Existentialism
PHL 402 Nietzsche and Nihilism
PHL 404 Philosophy of Wittgenstein
PHL 406 Philosophy of David Hume
POL 225 Nationalism in World Politics
POL 239 Political Thinkers & Thought
POL 255 European Politics
POL 340 Modern Democracy and Its Critics
POL 342 Contemporary Political Theory: Freedom and

Authority
SOC 225 Population Study
SOC 271 Area Studies
SOC 308 Cities And Suburbs
SOC 309 Peasant Society
SOC 311 Social and Cultural Change
SOC 314 Social Theory
SOC 315 Issues in Modern Social Theory
SOC 340 Power and Politics
SOC 350 Social Policy

Literature, Film and Culture
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ENG 217 Introduction To Shakespeare
ENG 250 Literary History I
ENG 251 Literary History II
ENG 331 Medieval Literature
ENG 333 16th-Century Literature
ENG 335 17th-Century Literature
ENG 340 Restoration & 18th Century Literature
ENG 345 Romantic Literature
ENG 346 Victorian Literature,1830-1900
ENG 347 20th-Century British Literature
ENG 348 Contemporary British Literature
ENG 411 History of the English Language
ENG 425 Seminar in Shakespeare
ENG 435 Seminar In Milton
FRE 311 French Culture
FRE 422 Cultural Expression in French Film and Television
FRE 425 Portrait of the Hero in French Fiction
FRE 430 Mask & Reality in French Theater
GER 300 Composition & Conversation
GER 301 German for Business
GER 305 Intro to German Literature
GER 307 German Literature and Film
GER 310 German Culture
GER 425 Self/Society in Short Fiction
GER 430 Modern German Drama
LIT 310 Russian Literature 988-1850
LIT 311 Russian Literature 1850-1917
LIT 312 20th Century Russian Literature
LIT 315 Tolstoy
LIT 317 Dostoevsky
LIT 330 Russian Culture
SPA 305 Cervantes
SPA 310 Spanish Culture & Civilization
SPA 320 Introduction to Spanish Literature
SPA 325 Introduction to Latin-American/Latino Literature
SPA 403 Medieval Literature
SPA 412 Hispanic Theater and Film
SPA 413 The Hispanic Short Story: Transatlantic

Connections
SPA 415 Spanish Renaissance
SPA 416 The Spanish Golden Age

Total Credits 21

1 Students who place out of foreign language 200 must take foreign
language 201 and one additional foreign language course at the 300
or 400 level. Students who place out of foreign language 200 and
foreign language 201 must complete one foreign language course at
the 300 or 400 level.

2 Foreign language majors and minors may only take one area-specific
course from their major or minor program.

Study Abroad or domestic experience within a European linguistic
context or business environment courses—study, service-learning or
internships—may meet some requirements upon consultation with the

student’s academic advisor. Students must take at least one course in
the European Area Studies Minor upon completion of Study Abroad or a
domestic experience as described above.

Independent Research and Study courses and Baccalaureate Honors
courses may be substituted in consultation with the Area Studies
Program director.

Courses and Descriptions
EUR 250 Intro to European Area Studies 3 Credits
This multi-disciplinary course introduces students to European Area
Studies, and focuses upon how Europe has been conceptualized as a
social, cultural, economic and political entity. Subjects surveyed through
materials drawn from multiple disciplines and media include geography,
ecology and climate; principal language systems and their development;
historical, political and economic developments from antiquity to the
modern era; architecture, city development and design; contemporary
cultural life; and the formation and organization of the European Union.
Required foundation courses for the European Area Studies minor.

ART 209 Art of the Baroque 3 Credits
The art of the 17th century in southern and northern Europe.

ART 303 19th Century Art 3 Credits
An in-depth study of the major art movements in 19th-century Europe,
from Neoclassicism to Postimpressionism.

DAN 105 Survey of Dance History 3 Credits
An introductory course to familiarize students with the breadth and
depth of dance in human society. It will chronologically examine dance
through four lenses: Dance and Community, Dance and Religion, Dance
and Politics, and Dance as Art. Students will be exposed to various
dance forms from around the world with varying purposes, functions, and
motivations from the beginning of recorded history to present.

DAN 350 History of Ballet, Modern & Jazz Dance 3 Credits
Studies the major periods in the development of Western Theatrical
Dance from the Renaissance to the present focusing on ballet, modern,
jazz, tap and musical theater dance. The course will examine the
ideas and individuals that caused the development of choreographers,
producers, designers and productions.

ECO 315 Comparative Economic Systems 3 Credits
Provides a conceptual framework for classifying and comparing
economic systems. Presents theory of the capitalist market economy
and case studies of the U.S., Japanese, French, and Swedish economies.
Examines theory of the centrally planned economy, its transition, and
case studies of the Soviet and its successor states, Chinese, and East
European economies. Case studies are necessarily limited, concentrating
on selected topics, such as transition strategies, industrial policy, etc.
Prerequisite(s): ECO 200 and ECO 201.

ENG 217 Introduction To Shakespeare 3 Credits
Students in this course study Shakespearean drama on an introductory
level through close reading, analysis, and discussion of selected plays.
They learn the relevance and importance of Shakespeare’s themes,
characterizations, and imagery. This course counts towards the
fulfillment of the Disciplinary Perspectives element of the CLAS general
education curriculum.
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ENG 250 Literary History I 3 Credits
Surveys British literature beginning with the old English epic of Beowulf
and ending in 1785. Students analyze diverse works of literature from
different genres, movements, and periods while taking into account
historical context. Students learn to analyze literature using formal
strategies and terms, and to develop arguments about literature. All
English majors and writing concentration minors must take this course.
Literature and cinema studies concentration minors must take either
ENG 250 or 251. Students are advised to take this course prior to upper-
level English courses.

ENG 251 Literary History II 3 Credits
Surveys literature in English since 1785. Students analyze diverse works
of literature from different genres, movements, and periods while taking
into account historical context. Students learn to analyze literature using
formal strategies and terms, and to develop arguments about literature.
All English majors and writing concentration minors must take this
course. Literature and cinema studies concentration minors must take
either ENG 250 or 251. Students are advised to take this course prior to
upper-level English courses..
Prerequisite(s): ENG 250 or permission of the instructor or chairperson.

ENG 331 Medieval Literature 3 Credits
A seminar in Old and Middle English authors, such as Bede, Chaucer,
and Kempe, and texts, such as Beowulf, moralities, and mystery cycles.
Students may be introduced to linguistic issues, historical and political
concerns and critical topics such as literacy, canon formation, and
gender.

ENG 333 16th-Century Literature 3 Credits
A seminar on Renaissance literature including such writers as More,
Wyatt, Surrey, Spenser, Sidney, Shakespeare, and Marlowe.

ENG 335 17th-Century Literature 3 Credits
A seminar on literature in England from 1600 to 1660, including such
writers as Donne, Jonson, Browne, Herbert, and Marvell.

ENG 340 Restoration & 18th Century Literature 3 Credits
An exploration of literature in England from 1660 to 1800, including
such writers as Astell, Pope, Finch, Swift, Defoe, Fielding, Johnson, and
Wollstonecraft.

ENG 345 Romantic Literature 3 Credits
A seminar on literature in England from 1780-1830, emphasizing a close
study of the poetry of Blake, Wordsworth, Coleridge, Shelley, Byron, and
Keats, as well as important novelists and female poets of the period.

ENG 346 Victorian Literature,1830-1900 3 Credits
A seminar on literature in England from 1830 to 1900, emphasizing close
study of the literary culture, including such writers as Dickens, Browning,
Mill, and Ruskin.

ENG 347 20th-Century British Literature 3 Credits
A seminar on literature in the United Kingdom from 1900 to 1960,
emphasizing formal experiments as well as historical contexts, and
including such writers as Joyce, Woolf, Beckett, Rhys, Delaney, and Eliot.

ENG 348 Contemporary British Literature 3 Credits
A study of contemporary literature written in English after 1945, in the
U.K. and elsewhere, by writers of British, Irish, Scots, Welsh, and other
cultural traditions. Poetry, fiction, literary essays, and drama will be
included.

ENG 425 Seminar in Shakespeare 3 Credits
A seminar on Shakespearean drama and poetry.

ENG 435 Seminar In Milton 3 Credits
A seminar on Milton’s lyric poetry, Samson Agonistes, Paradise Lost, and
prose.

ENG 484 Seminar in Cinema Studies 3 Credits
Provides an in-depth study of areas central to discussion and debate in
the field of cinema studies (such as film violence, cinema censorship,
feminism and film, post- colonial cinema, African- American cinema,
blaxploitation, The French New Wave, and Italian Neorealism, among
others). Through close analysis of selected films and readings, students
will examine the impact of specialized influential movements in film
history and in film theory and criticism. Further, students will trace and
evaluate the influence of selected film movements and issues upon
both cinematic and critical practice. Note: This course is cross-listed as
FMS 484.

FRE 311 French Culture 3 Credits
A study of modern France and French value orientations as they are
rooted in tradition and history and continue to shape everyday life as
well as institutions, social organizations, artistic expression, education,
attitudes and human interaction. A comparative approach will examine
the underlying differences between France and the United States.
Classes are in English.

FRE 422 Cultural Expression in French Film and Television 3 Credits
A systematic analysis of selected French films and television broadcasts
will reveal cultural value orientations as they relate to love, family,
community, leisure, work, social, and political organization. A comparative
approach will stress the underlying cultural differences between France
and the United States. Course taught in French.
Prerequisite(s): FRE 201 or above, or placement test at 300-level or
above.

FRE 425 Portrait of the Hero in French Fiction 3 Credits
This course deals with modern French fiction and its depiction of the
role of the hero as a figure who gradually loses control over his fate
(Stendhal, Balzac) and is changed into someone who struggles against
ever increasing odds, only to be finally vanquished (Flaubert). The main
character may find fulfillment in recollections of the past (Proust),
explore the moral parameters of existence (Gide, Camus) or become the
incapacitated anti-hero of Beckett’s novels. Course taught in French
Prerequisite(s): FRE 201 or above, or placement test at 300-level or
above.

FRE 430 Mask & Reality in French Theater 3 Credits
A study of theater through the optic of a unifying theme: the mask and
reality. The goal is to gain a greater appreciation of the art of dramatic
illusion whereby actors, while wearing the masks of the characters they
play, allow us to examine ourselves and reality in true, unmasked form.
Playwrights to be studied will range from the classical theater of Racine
and Corneille, through the modern avant-garde, existentialist and Theater
of the Absurd works of such playwrights as Ionesco and Beckett. Course
taught in French.
Prerequisite(s): FRE 201 or above, or placement test at 300-level or
above.

HIS 190 Europe to 1715 3 Credits
Examines the development of European civilization from late Roman
times until 1715, stressing the Classical heritage, the main currents of
European thought and letters, the Renaissance and Reformation, the Age
of Discoveries, and the development of the Old Regime.

HIS 191 Europe Since 1715 3 Credits
Examines major political, economic, social, and cultural developments in
Europe and the West from 1715 to the present.
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HIS 241 History of Ancient Rome 3 Credits
Studies the history and culture of Rome, emphasizing such topics as
Roman law, government, literature, religion, art, and philosophy.

HIS 243 Italy Middle Ages to Present 3 Credits
Traces the history of Italy from the Middle Ages to the present, stressing
the connection between culture, religion, politics, and wealth in
successive historical periods. Students participating in the two-week
travel component at the end of the course may receive four credits.

HIS 245 Britain to 1688 3 Credits
British history from pre-Roman times to the Glorious Revolution is
examined, emphasizing the growth of royal government, parliament, and
the origins of the British colonial empire.

HIS 246 Modern Britain 3 Credits
Examines British history from the Glorious Revolution to the present,
stressing the reform movements of the 18th and 19th centuries, the Pax
Britannica, the Industrial Revolution, imperialism, and the impact of the
two world wars.

HIS 249 Women in Europe from Antiquity to the French Revolution 3
Credits
Traces the history of women in Europe from Rome to the French
Revolution, covering the religious, social, political, and economic context
in which women participated. Also offers a brief overview of theories and
issues in women’s history and gender history.

HIS 273 Imperial Russia 3 Credits
Discusses the political, economic, social and cultural developments in
Russia and its borderlands during the Imperial period, that is to say the
18th and 19th centuries from Peter the Great to the Revolutions of 1917.
This course counts towards the fulfillment of the Global Perspectives
element of the CLAS general education curriculum.

HIS 274 Modern Russia 3 Credits
Covers the background to the Russian revolutions of 1917, the
revolutions themselves, and the evolution and dissolution of the Soviet
regime. Cultural, social and economic aspects of this period receive
as much attention as political aspects. This course counts towards
the fulfillment of the Global Perspectives element of the CLAS general
education curriculum.

HIS 320 The History of Christianity 3 Credits
Examines Christianity’s role in world history from the life and times of
Jesus to the present. Emphasizes the quest for the historical Jesus,
the emergence of Christianity after his death and triumph during the
later Roman Empire, and Christian relations with pagans, Jews, heretics,
witches and Muslims. Traces the various branches of Christianity, its
spread throughout the world, church-state relations and responses to
secularism, capitalism and communism.

HIS 325 Church & Society in Med Europe 3 Credits
Studies the role of the church in the shaping of early medieval society.
Emphasizes the emergence of Christianity as a world force, its challenge
from Islam, and the church’s impact on the politics, thought, and
economy of early medieval Europe.

HIS 325 Church & Society in Med Europe 3 Credits
Studies the role of the church in the shaping of early medieval society.
Emphasizes the emergence of Christianity as a world force, its challenge
from Islam, and the church’s impact on the politics, thought, and
economy of early medieval Europe.

HIS 333 20th-Century Europe 3 Credits
This course covers the history of twentieth-century Europe, a time when
major wars brought Europe from the heights of prosperity and power
to the brink of ruin. Europe’s experience in war, social upheaval, and
ideological conflict shaped the twentieth century not just in Europe but
globally. We begin with a look at the condition of Europe at the turn of the
century and assess why the European states plunged into what was a
disastrous series of conflicts. We will consider the First World War and its
impact, including the Russian Revolution and the peace settlement, and
then focus on attempts to find stability and the emergence of radically
new political movements that challenged the postwar order. Next we
will examine the ways in which Europe embarked on the path of near
self-destruction during World War Two. A discussion of the origins and
consequences of the Cold War and the fate of the socialist and capitalist
systems follows. Throughout the course we will touch upon European
art and culture. We will conclude with a look at the events of 1989 and
attempt to understand the meaning of the twentieth century. This course
counts towards the fulfillment of the Global Perspectives element of the
CLAS general education curriculum.

HIS 336 Modern European Intellectual History 3 Credits
Examines the 17th-century revolution in scientific, philosophical, and
political thought; the Enlightenment; Romanticism; the ideologies of
Conservatism, Liberalism, and Socialism; Positivism; Darwinism; the
crisis of European thought (1880-1914); and the major intellectual trends
of the 20th century.

HIS 352 History of Socialism 3 Credits
Considers the historical development of socialist ideas and their
adaptations from ancient times to the present, including ancient and
Judaeo-Christian antecedents, Utopian Socialism, Marxism, Anarchism,
Communism, and Democratic Socialism, emphasizing the historical
comparisons among these schools. This course counts towards the
fulfillment of the Global Perspectives element of the CLAS general
education curriculum.

IND 210 Global Encounters 3 Credits
This course provides students with an exposure to foreign cultures
consisting of both travel and study components. Destinations may
include countries in Europe, Latin America, or Asia. While traveling,
students will be required to attend lecture/discussion sessions, site tours,
and other planned activities. This experience will be preceded and/or
followed by additional academic work to be conducted on campus. Study
topics may include aspects of the historical, social, economic, political,
and aesthetic cultural components appropriate to the location(s) visited.
The travel component of the course will be scheduled to avoid conflict
with normal semester offerings. A travel fee is required. No foreign
language skills are required unless otherwise indicated.

INT 314 Study Abroad 12-18 Credits
Study Abroad options available to students through Rider study abroad
agreements include a wide variety of academic locations and courses.
Programs may include opportunities for intensive language study as
well as courses in other academic disciplines that may include the local
culture, literature, art, music, history, or politics of the site selected for
study. Some sites provide courses taught in English. Students may be
approved to enroll in Study Abroad for a semester, summer session, or a
full year. Additional information is available from the study abroad office.
Prerequisite(s): 2.5 GPA; sophomore standing or above.
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LIT 310 Russian Literature 988-1850 3 Credits
A reading and discussion of some of the greatest Russian writers of the
first half of the 19th century. Writers include Pushkin, Lermontov, Gogol,
Turgenev, and Tolstoy. Classes are in English. No knowledge of Russian
required. Required for majors.

LIT 311 Russian Literature 1850-1917 3 Credits
A reading and discussion of some of the greatest Russian writers of the
second half of the 19th century and early 20th century. Writers include
Dostoevsky, Leskov, Chekhov, Bunin, Gorky, Blok, Bely, and Sologub.
Classes are in English. No knowledge of Russian required. Required for
majors.

LIT 312 20th Century Russian Literature 3 Credits
A reading and discussion of some major Russian writers from 1917 to
1970. Writers include Akhmatova, Tsvetaeva, Babel, Bulgakov, Pasternak,
Mayakovsky, and Evtushenko. Classes are in English. No knowledge of
Russian required. Required for majors.

LIT 315 Tolstoy 3 Credits
Reading and discussion of selected works of Tolstoy including his fables;
novellas, such as Master and Man and The Kreutzer Sonata; and either
Anna Karenina or War and Peace. Classes are in English. No knowledge of
Russian is required.

LIT 317 Dostoevsky 3 Credits
Reading and discussion of selected works of Dostoevsky, with special
emphasis on Crime and Punishment and The Brothers Karamazov.
Classes are in English. No knowledge of Russian required.

LIT 330 Russian Culture 3 Credits
Readings highlighting both the uniqueness of Russian culture and the
ways Russian culture has had the greatest impact on Western culture
in general. The course is divided into topics such as folklore, religion,
painting, music, ballet, and film. Readings from Russian literature will be
used to illustrate significant aspects of Russian culture. Classes are in
English. No knowledge of Russian is required.

MUS 207 Masterworks in Music 3 Credits
Major works by great composers from different historical periods Mozart,
Beethoven, Brahms, and Wagner, among others are studied. Up to 10
compositions by six composers are covered, with an emphasis on
listening to recorded and live performances of representative works.

MUS 209 Great Composers 3 Credits
A study of selected major composers life, works, and historical
significance with an emphasis on the listening experience. Bach, Mozart,
Beethoven, Tchaikovsky, Stravinsky, or others.

MUS 300 Beethoven and the Romantic Age 3 Credits
A study of the Romantic period with particular emphasis on Beethoven.
The classical heritage, the transformation of that heritage into romantic
terms, the prominent influence of Beethoven on 19th century musical
style.

MUS 303 Music Literature: Baroque Era 3 Credits
A survey of European musical styles from c. 1600 to 1750, approached
by listening to the music of the period, including Bach, Handel, and
many lesser known masters. Topics include the development of modern
musical sound, instrumental forms, Lutheran and Catholic church music,
and the beginnings of dramatic music.

MUS 312 The Arts Abroad 3 Credits
A two week trip abroad that includes a critical study of music and theater.
Students are required to attend all performances, guided tours, and
classes before and after the trip.

MUS 495 Selected Topics in Music 3 Credits
Studies specialized aspects of the literature, history, or theory of music,
to supplement the established curriculum. Emphasis on creative
investigative work and individual experiences in music.

PHL 226 Limits of Reason: 19th Century Philosophy 3 Credits
Studies the nature and meaning of reason, freedom, individuality,
and society in the writings of philosophers such as Fichte, Hegel,
Schopenhauer, Emerson, Thoreau, Comte, Mill, Spencer, Marx, and
Nietzsche. Examination of the impact of such philosophies as the
dialectical theory of history, transcendentalism, evolutionary theory,
positivism, and existentialism on ideas about the nature and limits of
human reason.

PHL 305 Philosophy of Religion 3 Credits
An inquiry into the meaning, significance, and fundamental problems of
religion as they appear in their philosophical perspective. The relation
between religion and science, between faith and reason; religious
experience, religious truth, and symbolism, etc. will be explored.
Selections from the works of Anselm, Aquinas, Augustine, Paley, Hume,
Kant, James, and Wittgenstein will be discussed.

PHL 310 Problems in 20th-Century Philosophy 3 Credits
Consideration of major philosophical movements in the 20th century
such as phenomenology, existentialism, pragmatism, and analytic
philosophy. Within these movements such topics as the function of
analysis, language and meaning, the nature of values, the nature of
persons, the synthetic-analytic distinction, the mind-body problem, and
the possibility of metaphysics are considered. The work of such figures
as Wittgenstein, Russell, Heidegger, Husserl, Sartre, Whitehead, and
Dewey are read and discussed.
Prerequisite(s): CMP 125 or CMP 203 or BHP 150.

PHL 315 Existentialism 3 Credits
Historical development and contemporary problems of existentialism
with emphasis on the nature of man, his ability to know his situation, the
relation between existence and essence, and the meaning of human life
and activity. The works of such figures as Kierkegaard, Sartre, Heidegger,
Camus, Kafka, Beckett, Buber, Laing, and Frankl are read and discussed.

PHL 402 Nietzsche and Nihilism 3 Credits
A seminar dealing with Nietzsche’s provocative ideas on Nihilism
and the possibility of creating meaning, value, and truth for human
existence. Many of his important works are read, analyzed, and critically
discussed. Recent scholarly interpretations of Nietzsche’s philosophy are
considered.
Prerequisite(s): any previous philosophy course or permission of
instructor.

PHL 404 Philosophy of Wittgenstein 3 Credits
Seminar involving a concentrated study of Wittgenstein’s contributions
to philosophy with special attention to his analysis of language, meaning,
and mental concepts.
Prerequisite(s): any previous philosophy course or permission of
instructor.

PHL 406 Philosophy of David Hume 3 Credits
Seminar involving a concentrated study of Hume’s contributions to
philosophy, including his work on epistemology, metaphysics, ethics,
philosophy of science, and philosophy of religion.
Prerequisite(s): any previous philosophy course or permission of
instructor.
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POL 225 Nationalism in World Politics 3 Credits
Nations and nationalism. An overview of nationalistic manifestations
in the world today. Nations, states, nation-states. Multinational
states, stateless nations. Imperialism, anti-imperialism; nativism vs.
internationalism and globalism. Topics include nationalisms in the
Holy Land; in the former Yugoslavia; in the former Soviet Union and its
successor states; and economic Nationalism vs. Globalization. Note: This
course is cross-listed as GLS 225. Students may not get credit for both
POL 225 and GLS 225.

POL 239 Political Thinkers & Thought 3 Credits
A survey of the most significant political thought from ancient times into
the modern era. Subject matter includes discussion of such questions as
the nature of freedom, natural law and right, constitutionalism, political
obligation, justice, form of regime.

POL 255 European Politics 3 Credits
A comparative analysis of the social and political systems of Britain,
France, Germany and other Western countries within the European
framework. Emphasis will be on the identification of ways in which
countries similar in social characteristics are also similar in their political
systems and on the extent and circumstances under which they differ.
Similarities and contrasts will also be drawn with political structures and
processes in the United States. This course, on occasion, may contain an
optional travel component during January.

POL 239 Political Thinkers & Thought 3 Credits
A survey of the most significant political thought from ancient times into
the modern era. Subject matter includes discussion of such questions as
the nature of freedom, natural law and right, constitutionalism, political
obligation, justice, form of regime.

POL 255 European Politics 3 Credits
A comparative analysis of the social and political systems of Britain,
France, Germany and other Western countries within the European
framework. Emphasis will be on the identification of ways in which
countries similar in social characteristics are also similar in their political
systems and on the extent and circumstances under which they differ.
Similarities and contrasts will also be drawn with political structures and
processes in the United States. This course, on occasion, may contain an
optional travel component during January.

POL 340 Modern Democracy and Its Critics 3 Credits
The course examines the fundamental assumptions underlying modern
democratic theories and the main theoretical attacks launched against
them. Among the contending theories to be discussed are right and left-
wing anarchism, the old and the new left, fascism, intellectual elitism,
and techno-conservatism. Note: This course is cross-listed as GLS 340.
Students may not get credit for both POL 340 and GLS 340.

POL 342 Contemporary Political Theory: Freedom and Authority 3 Credits
Concepts of freedom and authority in 19th and 20th-century political
theory. Emphasis on such important thinkers as Nietzsche, Freud, Sartre,
Camus, and Marcuse. Note: This course is cross-listed as GLS 342.
Students may not get credit for both POL 342 and GLS 342.

SOC 225 Population Study 3 Credits
Demography; its definition, historical emergence, and growth; population
as a social problem in developing and developed nations; population
theories, sources and methods of demographic data, population
composition, and distribution; demographic processes including fertility,
mortality, and migration.
Prerequisite(s): SOC 101.

SOC 271 Area Studies 3 Credits
Studies problems arising from historical and contemporary studies of
peasant populations of Europe.
Prerequisite(s): SOC 101.

SOC 308 Cities And Suburbs 3 Credits
Examines the growth of an urban way of life under the influence of
industrialism. Study of community, political, and economic institutions in
cities. Comparisons between urban and suburban areas.
Prerequisite(s): SOC 101.

SOC 309 Peasant Society 3 Credits
A comparative view of peasants and their significance in agrarian,
colonial, and industrial societies. Peasant economic, political, and social
institutions are analyzed with an eye to both their internal operation
and the way they relate to non-peasant groups who hold power in these
societies. The changes that have occurred in the peasant world are
viewed both as a consequence and a cause of wide reaching political and
economic upheaval.
Prerequisite(s): SOC 101.

SOC 311 Social and Cultural Change 3 Credits
Investigates the process of change in both industrial and nonindustrial
settings. Particular attention paid to the role of the individual in change
as well as the roles played by the mode of production, social organization,
and ideological constructs. Case studies are drawn from non-Western as
well as Western sources.
Prerequisite(s): SOC 101.

SOC 314 Social Theory 3 Credits
Introduces the major thinkers and conceptual problems characterizing
the development of sociological thought. Required of sociology majors.
Prerequisite(s): SOC 201.

SOC 315 Issues in Modern Social Theory 3 Credits
Examines current trends and issues in sociological thought.
Prerequisite(s): SOC 314 or permission of instructor.

SOC 340 Power and Politics 3 Credits
Examines the nature and distribution of power in contemporary societies;
analyzes the relationships between power and politics.
Prerequisite(s): SOC 101.

SPA 305 Cervantes 3 Credits
A detailed study of Cervantes’ masterpiece, El ingenioso hidalgo Don
Quijote de la Mancha. Lectures, discussions, and supplementary
readings.
Prerequisite(s): SPA 201 or above, or placement test at 300-level or
above.

SPA 310 Spanish Culture & Civilization 3 Credits
Spain’s cultural achievements are studied in light of the country’s
unique historical and social reality through the use of historical, artistic,
architectural, cinematic and literary sources. Cross-cultural awareness is
enhanced through exercises that compare Spanish and American society.
Classes are in English. No knowledge of Spanish required. This course
may contain an optional travel component offered before or after the
semester or during spring break.
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SPA 320 Introduction to Spanish Literature 3 Credits
Examines through lectures, readings and class discussions selected
texts and their relationship to the main currents of European literary
history. Introduction to the practice of literary analysis through written
composition. Required for majors. Course taught in Spanish.
Prerequisite(s): SPA 201 or above, or placement test at 300-level or
above.

SPA 325 Introduction to Latin-American/Latino Literature 3 Credits
A study of the development of Latin-American and Latino literature from
its origins to the present through the reading, analysis and discussion
of representative works by major authors. This course increases the
understanding of how social, historical, and political events, together with
native as well as foreign literary movements, create a unique literature,
conveying the Hispanic-American reality. Required for majors. Course
taught in Spanish.
Prerequisite(s): SPA 201 or above, or placement test at 300-level or
above.

SPA 403 Medieval Literature 3 Credits
Surveys the literature of Spain during the Middle Ages, with special
emphasis on major writers such as Gonzalo de Berceo and Don Juan
Manuel, and attention to the epic and the medieval ballad. Modern
versions of medieval Spanish are used.
Prerequisite(s): SPA 201 or above, or placement test at 300-level or
above.

SPA 412 Theater and Film of the Hispanic World 3 Credits
This course explores through theater and cinema the compelling issues
that have shaped Hispanic cultures and consciousness throughout
the centuries. Sample topics include war and remembrance; myth and
history; freedom and authority; immigration; globalization; and race,
class, and gender. The course may focus on specific authors or historical
periods. Representative playwrights include Lope de Vega, Zayas, Zorrilla,
Avellaneda, Lorca, Buero Vallejo, Sastre, Solorzano, Carballido, Lopez
Mozo, and Pedrero. Directors include Buñuel, Saura, Gutiérrez Alea,
Almodovar, Rocha, Salles, Erice, Zambrano, and Bollaín.
Prerequisite(s): SPA 201 or above, or placement test at 300-level or
above.

SPA 413 The Hispanic Short Story: Transatlantic Connections 3 Credits
This course will introduce students to the most representative writers
of the short story in Spain and Latin America from Romanticism to the
present. Students will be prepared to perform close readings of the
literary genre under study, to analyze the form and content of the texts
read, paying due attention to all internal and external aspects that impact
the narrative process and the evolution of the short story. This course
counts towards the fulfillment of the Disciplinary Perspectives element of
the CLAS general education curriculum. Course taught in Spanish.
Prerequisite(s): SPA 201 or above, or placement test at 300-level or
above.

SPA 415 Spanish Renaissance 3 Credits
The origins and evolution of the Renaissance in Spain and of the literary
expression of Renaissance culture as reflected in the development and
perfection of prose and lyrical styles through the 16th century. Topics
include the medieval heritage, Spanish Humanism, the Celestina, the
Renaissance ideal in amatory prose and poetry, mysticism, the ballad, and
the picaresque novel.
Prerequisite(s): SPA 201 or above, or placement test at 300-level or
above.

SPA 416 The Spanish Golden Age 3 Credits
The literature of Spain during a period of political decline and outstanding
aesthetic achievement: Lope de Vega and the rise of a national theatre;
Calderon’s drama of ideas; the development of the novella and the
picaresque novel; the poetry and prose of Gongora, Quevedo, and
Gracian. Also includes an introduction to literary theory.
Prerequisite(s): SPA 201 or above, or placement test at 300-level or
above.

THE 312 The Arts Abroad 3 Credits
A two-week trip abroad that includes a critical study of the music and
theatre. Students are required to attend all performances, guided tours,
and classes before and after the trip. A travel journal and final paper is
required. A travel fee is required. Travel sites and artistic disciplines may
vary year to year. May be taken more than once for credit.
Prerequisite(s): Permission of instructor.


